GRADE 5:  MODULE 3A:  UNIT 1:  LESSON 7


End of Unit 1 Assessment:

Writing an Opinion with Supporting Evidence

About the Importance of Sports in American Culture

Name: ______________________________________________________     Date: _______________

You are a journalist writing for a new magazine called Sports in America.  The first issue of the magazine will be released soon, and you have been asked to write a short opinion article for the first page.  

Your assignment:  Write a one-paragraph article titled “The Importance of Sports in America.”

After reading a variety of informational texts about sports in American culture, write a paragraph in which you share an opinion about “The Importance of Sports in America.”  Include three to five pieces of evidence from at least two of the articles read during this unit to support your opinion.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Use the following resources to help you form an opinion about the importance of sports in American culture.

( “Sports in America” article

( “Roots of American Sports” article

( “It’s Not Just a Game!” article

( your claim graphic organizers

( your task cards

2. Use the resources above to find three to five pieces of evidence to support your opinion.  You must use evidence from AT LEAST TWO texts.  Some evidence should be paraphrased and some evidence should be quoted.
3. Determine a way to organize your opinion and supporting evidence before writing your paragraph.  (Turn in your graphic organizer with your paragraph.)

4. Write a paragraph that includes the following:

( indentation

( your opinion about the importance of sports in American culture (topic sentence)

( three to five pieces of evidence to support your opinion (quotes and paraphrases)

( justification (explanation) of your evidence

( concluding sentence

( linking (transition) words and phrases

( sophisticated vocabulary

( correct punctuation, grammar, and capitalization
End of Unit 1 Assessment:

Grading Rubric

Name: ______________________________________________________     Date: _______________

	
	3

I met the target!
	2

I’m on my way.
	1

I’m getting started.

	CONTENT AND ANALYSIS
	· contains a clear, relevant topic sentence that states the opinion

· demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts

· justifies/explains all evidence well

· contains a concluding sentence that paraphrases the topic sentence
	· contains a relevant topic sentence

· demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts

· justifies/explains some evidence well

· contains a concluding sentence that is exactly the same as the topic sentence
	· contains an irrelevant or no topic sentence

· demonstrates little to no understanding of the texts

· attempts to justify/explain evidence

· contains an irrelevant or no concluding sentence

	EVIDENCE
	· uses at least three pieces of relevant, strong evidence

· contains both paraphrased and quoted evidence

· uses relevant/strong evidence from at least two sources
	· uses one or two pieces of relevant, strong evidence

· contains only paraphrased or quoted evidence

· uses relevant/strong evidence from at least one source
	· attempts to use evidence, but it is irrelevant or is not from any of the required sources

	VOCABULARY
	· uses a variety of linking words/phrases

· frequently uses sophisticated, relevant vocabulary correctly
	· uses linking words/phrases, but they are repetitive

· frequently uses grade-level, relevant vocabulary correctly
	· uses few to no linking words/phrases

· frequently uses vocabulary incorrectly

	CONVENTIONS/

ORGANIZATION
	· demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors

· exhibits clear, purposeful organization
	· demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with several errors that may hinder comprehension

· exhibits some attempt at organization
	· demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension

· exhibits little or no attempt at organization











                       Total:  ______/33
